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	MANDATORY REPORTING OF DECEASED AND MISSING SEAFARERS


Reference: SKN Maritime Circular MC 158 26, Dated 31 July 2026
To: All Shipowners, Operators, Managers, Masters, Recognized Organizations and Crewing Agencies of St. Kitts & Nevis-flagged vessels
The St. Kitts and Nevis International Ship Registry (SKAN Reg) has issued Maritime Circular MC 158 26, reminding shipowners, operators, managers and masters of the reporting requirements concerning the death of seafarers, and introducing a reporting template to be completed and submitted whenever a seafarer death occurs or a seafarer is reported missing. This Technical Note summarises the principal points of the Circular for information.
1. Background
The 2022 amendments to the MLC, 2006 require that all deaths of seafarers employed on ships flying the Administration's flag be adequately investigated, recorded and reported annually to the Director-General of the International Labour Office for publication in the global register. The Administration also requires immediate notification of any missing seafarer incident to support oversight, coordination and preservation of records.
2. Reporting Requirements
The initial notification should be made at least 24 hours after the occurrence is known, and must include, at a minimum, the vessel's name, IMO number, the name of the deceased or missing seafarer, date, time and place of occurrence, and a brief description of the circumstances. In a missing seafarer case, the last known time and place the seafarer was seen and whether search and rescue authorities have been notified must also be included. This reporting does not replace separate obligations to notify casualty investigation, search and rescue, port State, coastal State, medical or police authorities.
3. Instructions
The shipowner, operator, manager, master or designated representative shall notify the Administration within seven working days of the occurrence using form QPS-002-F-01, and submit the completed Seafarer Death / Missing Seafarer Reporting Form to seafarers@skanregistry.com, accompanied where available by investigation reports, death certificates, medical reports, witness statements and other supporting documentation.
1. The Administration must be notified of a seafarer death or missing seafarer incident within seven working days, using form QPS-002-F-01.
1. The reporting form must be submitted to seafarers@skanregistry.com, accompanied by supporting documentation where available.

	Requirement
	Effective Date / Status

	Seafarer death occurring on board or in connection with service
	Must be reported to the Administration within 7 working days via form QPS-002-F-01

	Missing seafarer incident
	Immediate notification required to support oversight, coordination and evidence preservation

	Reporting under this Circular
	Does not replace obligations to notify SAR, port State, coastal State, medical or police authorities


4. Action Required
Shipowners, operators, managers and masters should ensure internal procedures allow for prompt escalation, investigation and reporting of any seafarer death or missing seafarer incident, and that the completed reporting form and supporting documentation are submitted to seafarers@skanregistry.com within the required timeframe. Any questions should be directed to seafarers@skanregistry.com.
5. Comprehension Check
Readers are invited to consider the following questions to check their understanding of the requirements summarised above:
1. Within how many working days must a seafarer death or missing seafarer incident be reported to the Administration?
A. Three          B. Seven          C. Thirty
2. Which form must be used to report a seafarer death or missing seafarer incident under MC 158 26?
A. Form QPS-002-F-01          B. Form SPB-001          C. FSI Form 23
3. Does reporting under this Circular replace the obligation to notify search and rescue or port State authorities?
A. Yes, it replaces all other obligations          B. No, it does not replace those separate obligations          C. Only for missing seafarer cases



For clarification on any of the above, please reach out to:
Capital Register of Shipping (CRS CLASS)
Address: 5589 NW 72nd Avenue, Miami, FL 33166, USA
Phone: +91 871 490 8886
E-mail: info@crsclass.com
NOTES:
1. This Technical Note has been prepared to keep readers informed of current developments and is offered for general guidance purposes only.
1. While reasonable care has been taken to keep the information accurate and complete, Capital Register of Shipping, its officers, employees, agents and subcontractors give no warranty as to its accuracy and accept no responsibility for any errors or omissions herein.
1. Capital Register of Shipping shall not be held liable for any loss, damage or expense incurred, nor for any action taken by any party, arising from the use of or reliance upon the information contained in this Technical Note.
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